>Three of
the best...

Portable green
power supplies

Freeloader Pro portable

solar charger

Powerful pocket-sized twin solar
panels will keep all your gadgets running.
£69.99, www.solartechnology.co.uk

ut with a dead phone, BlackBerry or
iPod. £15, www.echarger.co.uk

E-Charger
Pack this compact emergency
charger and you'll never be caught
o
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for emission control
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) Dermot Blastland, Thomson and First Choice

Can travel ever be green?
‘Around 50 of the world’s
least developed countries rely
on tourism for development.
Recent studies suggest in
these countries a significant
proportion of tourist spending
reaches the poor. The answer
is not to stop travelling but to make sure tourism
minimises its environmental impact and respects
the culture and people of destinations.”

What are you doing to be greener? We have
an award-winning sustainability programme that
covers all areas of our business. Our airline,
Thomson Airways, is one of the most fuel-
efficient around and last year saved 34,000 tons
of CO, — the equivalent of taking nearly 10,000
family-sized cars off the road for a year. We also
ask all our customers to donate £1 to our World
Care Fund when they book their holiday. We
match their donation and the money goes to
sustainable tourism projects in our destinations.

Small world: But is the global

tourism industry capable of

reducing carbon emissions and .|
" benefiting local communities?

HY mini personal wind turbine

Use wind power to charge an internal

battery, then use it to power up all your

devices. £49.99, http.//shop.tangogroup.net/
tango.asp?Mid=28

What can you do?

Patricia
Barnett of
Tourism
Concern:
‘Green and
holidays is not
easy. We have
to recognise
that unless we
travel by bike or train, there is no
way we can be seriously purist
about this. Holidays and going
‘ethical’ is much easier. You could
fly (but not often and not for long
weekends), have a great time and
not have a guilt trip.

‘Climate change makes being
a green holidaymaker tough, as
does knowing whether your hotel
is green. Will you know whether
staff are getting the local minimum
wage? Are local people being
deprived of water for your benefit?

‘It’s much simpler to make your
own ethical decisions. You can
eat locally, hire guides and taxis
outside the hotel and get to know
the locals. This way money goes
back into local pockets. Too often
even the ‘greenest’ of major
operators use their power to keep
prices as low as possible.

‘Think seriously about whether
to leave a tip. In Europe, staff
often don’t earn the minimum
wage. Tourism Concern has
challenged operators on this and
we hope they’ll change their ways
but, meanwhile, a tip is important
to people’s basic well-being.

For more on Tourism Concern
and the Ethical Travel Guide, see
www.tourismconcern.org.uk

> Keith Richards, Abta - the travel association

Can travel ever be green?
‘The industry now thinks
more about responsible and
sustainable travel as a whole,
rather than purely in terms of
the environment. Tourism can
be beneficial in providing
income for local people,

preserving heritage sites and protecting wildlife.’

What are you doing to be greener? ‘We have
two main projects: firstly, there’s the Travelife

Sustainability System, a management system for
hotels that will help them reduce negative
impacts. We are also launching a Travelife
Directory, which will help travellers choose tour
operators and hotels that are taking positive
steps to reduce emissions. The other is Reduce
My Footprint, a carbon-offsetting scheme that
encourages you to look at your whole lifestyle
and reduce or offset emissions where possible.’

)For more industry views, see over

Atlantis Super
Summer Break

Discover Amazing Summer Value

Unlimited access to Aquaventure Waterpark & Lost Chambers with
60,000 marine animals in 20 exhibits =~ Free access to kids and teen clubs
Preferential rates at DolphinBay = Half board offers available

"£689

Go to virginholidays.co.uk/amazing
or call 0844 557 9265

4 nights, including breakfast
with return flights,

$BABTA

ABTANG V2043

/5{4, "

*£689 price is per adult based on 2 adults traveling and sharing standard room for departures 01-19 Sep ‘09 with return economy flights and include al applicable taxes and fuel surcharges, which are correct at time of print and are subject to change. Peak season and weekend supplements may apply. Price includes the online discount —
i booked by telepharea igh price apple. Book by 18 Jl 03, Al offersare fo new direct bookings and are subect to avaiabilty and Vi Holdays stanard terms and conltions, for fuldetalssee viginholcays o k. Offers cannot be used aganstsccommodation ol and cr e bookings, € cannotbe combined with ay other offer
promotion or discount including Tesco clubcard points. When paying by credit card a 2% surcharge applies. ATOL protected 2358 ABTA V2043
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